[Endarterectomy of the coronary arteries].
The authors present an account, based on their clinical material, of 15 endarterectomies of the coronary arteries, which from the chronological aspect are divided into two groups. The first six were performed in 1972-1974 without the use of cardioplegia, total cardias arrest, only with ventricular fibrillation, with a 50% rate of success. The series of the remaining nine patients was operated during the period between October 1987 and the end of 1988 under far more favourable conditions, using cold cardioplegia, hypothermia and total cardias arrest. Only one patient died 24 hours after operation, the remaining eight patients are being followed up for one to 14 months after operation. In six patients endarterectomy of the right coronary artery was performed and in three instances in the area of the r. interventricularis of the left coronary artery. There was no case of perioperative myocardial infarction. The immediate postoperative development of the patients is promising and encourages us to proceed with this surgery (endarterectomy of the coronary artery) which is the only alternative method in the group of patients with diffuse distal arteriosclerosis of the coronary arteries.